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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Spring & Summer Camp open to kids 
ages 7-17. Advance reservations 
required. *Ask about our locals discount.*

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

828-389-2206

ALL ABOUT GLASS
Over 30 Years Experience

Hayesville, NC (Above Rib Country)

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net
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County Meeting...from Page 1A
Special Advocates. 

“Our volunteers’ role is 
to be able to speak for the best 
interests of children that have 
been abused and neglected, 
most of which have been 
removed from their homes. 
And, quite unfortunately, an 
overwhelming number of them 
are removed even from our 
county.

“What we seek to do and 
work diligently on is to get a 
safe, permanent and stable home 
for each and every one of these 
children. The purpose of April 
Child Abuse Prevention Month 
is to build that awareness and 
to fight it, so that the numbers 
don’t continue to increase.”

D’Angelo said 324 blue 
pinwheels will be placed on 
the south side of the Historic 
Union County Courthouse 
opposite Cleveland Street. 
Three hundred and twenty-four 
is the total number of abused 
and neglected children who 
were removed from their homes 
across the Enotah District in 
2018.

Moving along, Paris 
approved a contract for Hayes, 
James and Associates to monitor 
groundwater and methane at the 
Deep South Farm Road Landfill 
and Transfer Station. 

Construction is nearing completion on the brand new pavilion at Meeks Park, which is located 
adjacent to the baseball fields at the upper part of the park.          Photo by Mark Smith

Union County Sole Commissioner Lamar Paris presenting 
a proclamation to Enotah CASA Executive Director Linda 
D’Angelo in the March 21 commission meeting. 

Photo by Mark Smith
The term of the contract 

is three years, 2019 through 
2021, and readings are taken 
four times each year. The cost 
of the contract is $31,700.

Paris also approved a 
contract for Hall Booth Smith 

P.C., Attorneys at Law, to 
provide representation for 
the Tax Assessor’s Office 
regarding tax issues and 
tax appeals on an as-needed 
basis. There is no retainer 
fee for this contract.

AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide is offering a free in-person 
tax preparation service at St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 7 Ew-
ing Street, Blue Ridge, GA every 

Free AARP tax preparation
Friday from February 1 - April 
12, 2019,  9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Call or text (706) 455-8023 
for an appointment. Walk-ins wel-
come, first come, first serve.

Gowder..from Page 1A

Allegheny
Lodge #114

Shotgun Raffle
Allegheny Lodge will be 

holding a raffle with a grand 
prize of a Mossberg 835 .12 
ga Ulti Mag Turkey Shotgun; 
2nd prize of $75 cash; and 3rd 
prize of $50 cash. Tickets are 
$5 each or 5 for $20. 

See any lodge member 
or call 478-731-6050 for tick-
ets or more information. 

Drawing will be held at 
the lodge on April 15th.

Allegheny Lodge #114
Upcoming Events

3rd Annual Allegheny Lodge 
#114 Golf Tournament

On Saturday, May 4th, 
the Allegheny Lodge will hold 
their 3rd annual golf tourna-
ment. Number of prizes per 
flight will depend on number 
of teams. Early Bird registra-
tion of $60 per player is of-
fered through April 4th. After 
April 4th the cost will be $75 
per player. For more informa-
tion call Ivy at 478-731-6050, 
Bud at 706-781-7903 or Jim at 
706-835-8735.  NT(Mar27,Z3)CA

Initially, Heaton and 
both Gowder brothers were 
federally indicted in April 
2018, with a superseding 
indictment taking place of the 
original in January 2019. That 
first superseding indictment 
included 62 additional charges 
against Heaton.

Heaton, Mike and David 
Gowder all pleaded not guilty 
to the charges contained in 
the original and superseding 
indictments.

Then, David changed 
his plea to guilty in a March 
15 Change of Plea Hearing, 
admitting to one count of 
prescribing oxycodone without 
a legitimate medical purpose.

Resulting from his guilty 

plea, David agreed to forfeit 
his Georgia medical license. 
Furthermore, he is facing up 
to 20 years in prison and a fine 
of up to $1 million, and his 
sentencing will likely occur 
after his former co-defendants’ 
trial comes to a close.

The second superseding 
indictment handed up on March 
19 features Mike Gowder and 
Heaton as the only defendants 
in the federal prescription drug 
case, and last week, both men 
once again pleaded not guilty 
to the federal charges against 
them.

Federal  prosecutors 
have asked the state and 
U.S. Marshals to produce as 
witnesses in the upcoming 

trial four individuals who are 
currently serving state prison 
sentences for various drug-
related offenses: Timothy 
Harkins, Julie McPherson, 
Curtis Mason and Kevin 
Rogers.

For reasons unknown 
at press time, the request for 
Harkins had been returned 
unexecuted by U.S. Marshals 
on March 18.

Gowder and Heaton 
stand accused of many criminal 
charges – 150 for Gowder and 
213 for Heaton – involving 
alleged illegal prescription 
drug activity in at least three 
states, including conspiracy 
to dispense and distribute 
controlled substances “outside 
the usual course of professional 
medical practice and for no 
legitimate medical purpose.”

They are  presumed 
innocent of the charges, 
according to the U.S. District 
Attorney’s Office in Atlanta, 
“and it will be the government’s 
burden to prove each defendant’s 
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt 
at trial.”

Prior to their Feb. 4, 
2016, arrests in Union County, 
Mike Gowder was the CEO of 
Union General Hospital and Dr. 
Heaton ran a family practice 
clinic in Blairsville.

Heaton also served as the 
director of the hospital’s Nursing 
Home and as a member of the 
hospital’s Board of Directors, 
per court documents.


